Chapter X: The Rise of Jeffreys
IT is always interesting to watch the voyage of an ambitious
young barrister from the outer Bar to the haven of the
Woolsack. Jeffreys, from the first, offended against all the
professional canons of etiquette and good taste in his
endeavours to make his way. He was, however, more than
the mere " impudent, raving, conceited fellow " that his
detractors despised. He was a young man in a hurry, it is
true, but he was a youth of exceptional ability, and had
insight, business brains and push.
In the early days of the Popish Plot, Jeffreys, as Recorder
of London, either took part as counsel for the prosecution
or, if the trial was at the Old Bailey, sat on the Bench with
the judges. He was, as we have seen already, attorney-
general to the Duke of York. But this was probably
merely an honorary Court appointment, Jeffreys never
became a Roman Catholic, and at this date the Duke of
York himself was suspect, and had but an uncertain hold
on his brother's affections, So that we do not find Jeffreys
running,' any risks by immediate desertion of popular
principles or too open adherence to the Court service.
In passing sentence on Ireland, Pickering and Grove, he
followed the lead of Scroggs, on whose methods he modelled
his own, and railed at the " Masses, tricks and trumperies"
of the Roman Catholics, and boasted to the prisoners that
" though we whom you call Heretics, abhor to own any
such religion; yet we are not afraid to tell you, and all
others who are ensnared into your principles, we will
maintain the religion and the government as it is established
with our lives and fortunes."
But this mood did not last long. Jeffreys foresaw that
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